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THE SILVER CARP, HYPO PHTHALMICH- 
THYS MOLITR1X (CYPRINIDAE) IN THE 
SHATT AL-ARAB RIVER, IRAQ, L*AJ* AL- 
HASSAN, Marine Science Centre, University of 
Basrah, Basrah, IRAQ, 

Mots-cl£s. - Cyprinidae, Hypophthalmichthys 
molitrix, Iraq, First record. 

A faunal survey of Shatt al-Arab River 
has shown a complete dominance of the member 
of the family Cyprinidae (Al-Hassan et aL 1989) 
except for the silver carp, Hypaphthalmichihys 
molitrix^ This species have been widely 
introduced (Welcomme. 1988) because of its fast 
growth rate and filter feeder capability (Hampl et 
ai., 1983; Mirza and Shelton, 1988). In Iraq, there 
is no previous record about the introduction of 
this species. However, some public fish eulturist 
in the middle part of Iraq does cultivate it. 

One specimen of H. molitrix was 
captured near Abu-al-Kbaseb city, south of 
Basrah on the 18th March 1992. The fish was 580 
nun in total length, its weigth was 2 kg, age was 
two years (2+). 

Since this species of cyprinid fish is not 
among the native ichthyofauna of Shatt al-Arab 
river, its presence in this area can be explained on 
the following two assumptions, Firstly, the species 
has been widely cultivated in the neighboring 
country, Iran (Goad, 1980; Kamaly, 1991) and 
there is a great possibility for this fish to escape 
from captivity to the freshwater system of Iran 
and finally reach Shatt al-Arab River through 
Kanin River (the only tributary of Shatt al-Arab 
River). Secondly, there are unreported attempts in 
the middle part of Iraq to cultivate this species in 
ground ponds near the major river. During the 
flood time, a great opportunity becomes available 


for H. molitrLx to escape from those ponds to the 
river systems of Iraq and finally reach Shatt al- 
Arab River. 

One can expect such specimen in an 
advanced stage of gonad maturity, but the 
anatomical examination reveals that the fish is a 
male which is not mature or even not in process of 
maturation. 
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